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St Edmund’s Church, Crickhowell

Friends of St Edmund's Newsletter: April 2021

A Message from our Chair, Julian Stedman:
Easter has now passed, with glorious sunshine to usher
in our newly-found freedom! We are beginning to hold
services again in the church building and can look
forward to opening up the church for longer periods
during the daytime. We have spring-cleaned the
building and are looking forward to welcoming you all
back to visit. A new initiative for the churchyard should help to continue the
good progress already made - and we are continuing to investigate ways
in which the church can become more environmentally friendly.

It is difficult to plan a programme for the Friends given the uncertainty of
restrictions, but our AGM will be held on the evening of 6th July, probably
by Zoom. We are hoping to have an inspirational speaker and more
information will be available shortly, but please keep the date in your
diaries. I am looking forward to the time when we can all meet up again....

Roger Austin, who has been a loyal supporter of the Friends
and served on the Trustees Committee has decided to leave
Crickhowell after many years and move to Scotland! We
thank him for his enthusiastic contribution and wish him well
for the future as he moves nearer to other members of his
family.
We hope you will all have a fulfilling 2021

Friends News from Kaye Bennett:
Before the pandemic we were privileged to welcome Adrian Barlow who
gave an inspiring talk on the stained glass of Charles Eamer Kempe,
which included two windows in St Edmund’s.
Other planned activities were sadly postponed until such time as it is safe
to reschedule.
We were sad to hear of the death of Trevor Hoskins just before Christmas,
a loyal supporter of the Friends scheme. Our condolences to his family.
Weddings and Baptisms were also curtailed.

However, we are very grateful to the Friends for the continuing support
throughout this past year. Income from the Friends, to December, was
£1097 and the “Kempe” talk raised £90.80. Gift Aid received for 2019 was
£305 and the bank balance currently stands at £3162.

Fundraising and Social Events at St Edmund’s: Kathryn Bullon:
We started off 2020 on a really positive note and had events
planned for most months of the year. Two coach trips, a quiz
night, open days in August and a concert in October were
planned along with a 1920s night to celebrate 100 years of
the Church in Wales and an afternoon tea to celebrate V.E
day were the main events we had put in the calendar.
Unfortunately none of them were able to take place,
however, we are hopeful that when restrictions are lifted we
will be able to move them all forward to 2021 or 2022.
We have already made a start and had a “Zoom Fun Quiz” in January and
raised £230.00 and there are plans afoot for another one soon, so watch
this space! Ever the optimists, we are making plans to have our “Open
Church “events during August and will work within whatever restrictions
we have at the time to make it possible. There are also tentative plans
being discussed to hold some sort of celebrations for events to take place
over “St Edmund’s Weekend”, 20th and 21st November. Let’s just hope
and pray that things improve very soon and circumstances allow us to
socialise and boost our coffers very soon.

Church matters:
Update on our Church Building: Adrian Andrews
Our Effigies.. We are delighted to be able to report
that Powys County Council have contributed a
significant sum of money towards the restoration of
our two effigies, Sir Grimbald and Lady Sybil
Pauncefoot, and the work is to start on May 4th, and
will take approximately three weeks. This will delight
our many tourist visitors who are excited by the
legend of these two benefactors who built St
Edmund's Church in the 13th century. The
Conservators Survey Report mentioned the need to
improve the internal environmental conditions of the
locations of the Effigies. We hope to reduce the
dampness in the walls and find a cost effective way of keeping an even
temperature in the Chancel. The past winter with alternate cold followed
by warmer wet weather has highlighted the risk of condensation.
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Drawing up a scheme for rebuilding the leaning and bulging west
Retaining Wall is in the hands of our Architect. After removal of ivy it is
clear that repair/ rebuilding of a section of the east boundary wall will be
necessary.
Your support with the ongoing maintenance of this 700yr old building, an
asset to the community and part of Crickhowell's heritage is greatly
appreciated.

Another New Initiative for our Church: led by Kerry Andrews,
our Young People’s Leader and supported by Anthony Silwood
On 19th November 2020 St Edmund’s Parochial Church
Council accepted Kerry’s proposal to carry out a survey
to assess how ‘green’ St Edmund’s Church is. Eco-
Church, an A Rocha Award Scheme set up for churches
in England and Wales, offers a free online survey and
supporting resources, designed to equip churches to
express our care for God’s world in our worship and
teaching; in how we look after our buildings and land; in how we engage
with our local community and in global campaigns, and in the personal
lifestyles of our congregation. The scheme has a Biblical foundation, in
that God commissioned us to be His stewards of the world He created,
therefore, we have a responsibility to care for and allow the world to
flourish. Neglect, greed and over-use of resources have contributed to
floods, disasters and extinction. Many scientists and organisations
including The Church have recognised this and are making an effort to
repair, regrow and rebuild a greener future.

A Message from our Rector, Rev. Rana Khan:
Dear Friends of St Edmund’s Church, Crickhowell,
You may or may not be worshipping members of St Edmund’s Church, but
you have shown lots of friendship to this historical, living church which has
supported and kept the sense of community in Crickhowell for many
centuries. I thank God for knowing all that we need before we even realise
it ourselves. He has made us stronger by surrounding us with the Friends
of St Edmund's Church.
I wish you every success for all you do during these unprecedented and
challenging times to keep the flame burning.
Revd Rana Khan
Rector of St Edmund’s Church Crickhowell

You can find more information about happenings and other events at St Edmund's
on our website www.crickhowellparish.org.uk, or email our membership secretary
Kaye Bennett at: kayebennett39@yahoo.co.uk.

And finally:

Dates for your Diary:

Friends AGM Tuesday 6th July at 6.00pm, followed by a ZOOM
presentation by Patrick Daniel on his recent visit to Ethiopia

Thank you for all that you do to support St Edmund’s Church – we are
truly grateful to you all.
The Friends of St Edmund's Church Management Trustees.
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